
 
 
  
 
 

 
September 28, 2021 
 
 
Dear School Communities, 
 
As the new school year began six weeks ago, the Catholic Schools Office (CSO) directed 
all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston to require masks for all 
students and staff. This policy was put in place for the health and well-being of the 
children entrusted to our care. We are grateful for the cooperation of all, and we are 
thankful to God that the number of positive cases has been manageable. We pray for the 
health of all who have been impacted by the COVID-19 virus. 
 
We also promised to review the policy frequently, and when we saw a demonstrable 
downward trend in the number of positive cases in the Galveston-Houston area as well as 
in our schools, and an increase in the available hospital beds in the local community, we 
would look to return the decision on masking to the individual campuses.  
 
The data we are now seeing from local health entities shows positive changes in all those 
areas over the last three weeks. As such, the CSO is transferring the decision making 
regarding masks to all schools in the Archdiocese and stating that they are permitted to 
make their own determination on the requirements of masks beginning on Friday, Oct. 1. 
Pastors/Presidents and Principals will use data to make a site-based decision for their 
campus. The CDC and local health officials continue to recommend that masks be worn 
to help mitigate the spread of the virus, and the Archdiocese offers its strong support for 
schools that wish to continue in that regard. 
 
CDC quarantine procedures for close contacts will remain in effect for now. We will 
continue to monitor the number of active cases and a change to the close 
contact/quarantine guidelines may be considered in the future. In addition, campuses will 
continue to maintain mitigation procedures such as: 
 
 Individuals are expected to self-screen daily for symptoms of COVID-19 and 

other viruses and must stay home if sick. 
 Schools will continue cleaning procedures that will include regular cleaning, 

disinfecting, and sanitizing of facilities. 
 Students and employees will continue with hand washing and hygiene protocols 

related to the prevention of the virus. 
 Schools will continue to utilize social distancing measures to maximize the 

instructional experience for all students by limiting close face-to-face contact, per 
the CDC guidelines. 



 Quarantine and close contact requirements for unvaccinated students and staff 
will continue to follow current CDC guidelines. Fully vaccinated and 
asymptomatic individuals do not have to quarantine. 

 Volunteers/visitors will be allowed on campus after being properly screened. 
 
We thank you in advance for your partnership and your continued trust in our Catholic 
schools, and we ask you to pray for each of our campuses as they discern what is best for 
the school campus. 
 

  
 In Him we trust,  

 
    
       

Debra Haney  
Superintendent of Catholic Schools    
    
 


